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CELEBRATING OUR 65™ YEAR

A DREAM COME TRUE

About two years before the new building was dedicated, in the Spring of
1977, a building committee was formed. Plans were formulated for anew
church facility. Pastor Richard Martin discussed with the building committee
an idea he had that he wanted included in the new church facility. He wanted
an area set aside for a Christian burial of loved ones.

This idea was discussed at length. There seemed to be much merit to
the idea and the committee conducted some active research. They found that
there were a few churches in Florida that had space set aside for the
internment of ashes but no church had facilities for a burial site connected to
the church.

The committee drew up some plans and submitted them to the Ormond
Beach authorities for approval. Many of the neighbors in the area of the
church opposed the plans, primarily because of the burial plans. After
countless stormy hearings, the plans were finally approved. There was a
stipulation that said the church could not identify the area with a sign and
could not advertise its function.

The new church and the Garden were dedicated on February 20™,
1977. A Garden Administrator and a Board of Directors were appointed to

oversee the Garden operations. (cont'd on Page 3)




Church Contacts:

Office Telephone
Mailing Address

Office Email

(386) 677-9141

338 Ocean Shore Blvd.
Ormond Beach, FL 32176
GLC50@cfl.rr.com

Church Staff:

Interim Pastor

Johanna Kiefner

Organist Corine Keefer

Office Administrator Ellie Faust

Bookkeeper Patricia Brown
Church Council Members:

President Barbra Sparber Barnes

Vice President Richard Brown

Secretary Janet Renick

Treasurer Peter Koehneke

Council Members

David Bendorf
Theodore Macleod

Scott Nattinger

Carl Wince

CHURCH FINANCIALS — MAY 2026

INCOME: MONTH-ACTUAL MONTH-BUDGET | YEAR to Date-Actual
Regular Giving $ 6,790.00 $ 10,000.00 $ 51,270.00

Loose Offering $ 943.00 $ 500.00 $ 3,725.25
Other Income $ 5,560.64 $ 3,986.00 $ 30,513.26
TOTAL INCOME $ 13,293.64 $ 14,486.00 $ 85,508.51

EXPENSES $ 13,052.18 $ 16,104.00 $ 70,969.26
NET INCOME/LOSS | § 241.46 $ (1,618.00) |$ 14,539.00




(Cont’d from Page 1)

The first burial took place within two weeks after the Garden was
opened. It proved to be a memorable event. The deceased turned out to be
the wife of the former Secretary of State for Juan Peron in Argentina. In her
own right, she was a distinguished scholar in Argentina. The deceased family
had observed the building of the Garden and had lived in the area near the
Church. They determined and attested that the facility was safe and secure.

The Garden was an immediate success and within three years there
was an urgent need to complete the first phase. In later years, more spaces
were added to lay to rest members of our congregation and the community.

The Garden has continued to serve burial needs and at the present time
has no crypts available to sell and a very limited number of niches (only for
Church members). Not bad, for what started out to be a dream!




FROM OUR
Council
President

As always the Summer months have been slow around Grace. Our snow birds have
departed for their Summer homes and attendance is smaller than usual. However, we are
very excited that we have added some new members to our congregation. Mark and
Diane Wagener, Sarah and Richard Martin, Justin Koran and Laura Bowman’s family with
their children Alton and Olivia and grandmother-Patti Sappe. We have also recently
received a new family membership application that is pending council approval. Our new
congregation members will be honored in the Fall on “New Members Sunday”. A date will
be announced in the near future.

In every application we have received, it was noted by the applicants that the reason
they wanted to become members of our church was because our congregation was warm,
welcoming and giving. I'm very proud to be a part of this and will continue to make sure
that we live up to this reputation.

As you know, we are celebrating our 65" Anniversary. We have been sharing with
everyone what life was like in 1961 in our Sunday bulletins. It has been fun and
enlightening. We are planning an anniversary celebration in the Fall. Please think about
things we can do to celebrate. Thank you all for your help and cooperation....Barbra

Sparber Barnes

PROPERTY COMMITTEE REPORT

As you may have noticed the church is looking a lot cleaner. We recently had the
entire church pressure-washed. It was long a long and tedious task and took about three
days to complete. This was over-due and much needed.

The Property Committee has continued to work with an area real estate company to
list the vacant property that we are proposing to sell. We have met with the City of Ormond
Beach and are now trying to resolve some of the issues that must be completed prior to
listing the property. When this is accomplished and the property is ready to list, the
congregation will be advised.

At the moment, we are trying to resolve some of the problems with the various air
conditioning units throughout the building. Hopefully, this will be resolved very soon.

...... Richard Brown, Property Committee Chair

LITURGICAL COMMITTEE REPORT

We are still looking for Lectors, Communion Assistants, Ushers and Greeters.
Please let Ellie know in the Church Office if you can help us out. Thank you...Barbra
Sparber Barnes, Liturgical Committee Chair



HOSPITALITY COMMITTEE REPORT

The goal of the Committee is to build personal relationships with spiritual
connections. Make people feel seen and appreciated; Encourage members to support
committee events, and to get all members comfortable with their skills to build spiritual
relationships.

The Committee reported that the Beach Hot Dog day, which was their first off-
campus event, was mildly successful. They are now brain-storming ideas to reach out to
beach goers. Some of the suggestions are to provide a time weekly to give out cold water
in the parking lot with a label that spells out church service details, possibly sponsoring
beach yoga.

The next event the committee has planned will be on Saturday, August 1%, 4-6pm
and it will be a beach barbeque in the parking lot. Flyers will be developed and given ot
two weeks prior to the event. The menu has yet to be determined.

Prices are being researched to purchase two or three library boxes that will be put
up in the front of the parking lot for beach goers use. One box will contain appropriate
adult novels, a second box will contain appropriate children’s books. [f it is determined to
purchase a third box, it will contain various beach items for beach goers to use such as sun
tan lotion, wipes, etc.

The committee continues to research various ideas to expand their functions.

... Janet Renick, Hospitality Committee

July “Lunch Bunch” Luncheon
Friday, July 17"
12 noon
Tiki Docks. 3633 S Ridgewood, Port Orange 32129

Sign-up in the Narthex
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SUMMER REMINDERS
QUILTERS SUMMER SCHEDULE
Wednesday, July 28%, 9:30am
Wednesday, August 25, 9:30am
Thank you and enjoy the Summer!




Dedicate Sunday Flower and/or Worship Elements
Flowers: $30
Worship Elements: $30 (Holy Communion, Candles, Sanctuary Light)
to the Glory of God in Memory or Honor of Loved Ones
The Book is in Front of the Church Office

-

Svynod Assembly Report

Each year, voting members from each congregation in our Florida-Bahamas Synod gather to learn,
to listen, to fellowship, to worship, to vote, and more. | had the privilege of representing Grace
Lutheran Church at this year's Synod Assembly, held in Kissimmee June 4-6, 2026. Upon arrival |
received my nametag & noticed that there was a blue ribbon attached to it saying "All Stars”. Grace
Lutheran was later recognized twice at the Assembly: 1) for celebrating 65 years together in
ministry; and 2) For giving 100% to the mission of the church.

We received a newly formed congregation into our Synod called "The Hearth”: An excited group,
passionate about sharing the love of Jesus. They meet weekly in a local pub. We also learned that
our Synod has 10 active churches in Latino ministry. We have a lot of diversity in our Synod. Our
times of worship were also very wonderful and inspiring.

The Synod has also engaged with a ministry called "Fresh Expressions”, a Presbyterian organization
intent on doing creative evangelism. Fresh Expressions is part of the inspiration behind our Vision 2
Action Grant that we received this year. "If the church isn't making a noticeable difference in how people
think, live, and engage with their communities, no wonder people are disengaging, disinterested, or even
deeply skeptical about it." Fresh Expressions is about taking the church Jesus loves closer to the people

Jesus loves.

Thank you for this opportunity to serve and to represent Grace...... Janet Renick

Heads-Up — The Pumpkins are Coming
We have received information that the pumpkins for our patch our scheduled to be delivered on

Saturday, September 26, 2026 at 9am. We will need help unloading and will be reaching out to the
community, local schools,friends and relatives. Please spread the word. The school volunteers will get

volunteer hours.




JULY & AUGUST BIRTHDAYS

glRTH Ay
JULY BIRTHDAYS AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
07 Kathy Kahn 03 Marlitt Boettcher
13 Evan Bobak 10 Valerie Covitt
15 Lu Gaw 13 Caleb Thomas
16 Dan Lang 13 Dave Berger
31 Catherine Miller 15 Casey Crabb

16 Rebecca Kinzer
18 Steve Rockholz
31 Olivia Lyga

JULY & AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES
( /4/7

JULY ANNIVERSARIES AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES

07 Dave & Jackie Bendorf 29 John & Patricia Stratton
12 Roy & Patti Asmus

15 Brad & Laurie Ardner

15 Peter & Mare Koehneke
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